STATE  LIBRARY 


m  2  8  1993 


ILLINOIS  DOCUMENTS 


university  of  illinois-urbana 


*t  3  0112122588145 

EDUCATION 


Drug  intolerance 


Today,  as  Illinois  moves  forward  in  becoming  more 
health  conscious,  tolerance  for  use  of  illegal  drugs 
(and  for  abuse  of  legal  drugs)  is  lowering.  Our 
children  are  becoming  more  aware  of  the  devastat¬ 
ing  effects  of  drugs.  They  realize  early  on  that  drugs 
can  destroy  families,  ruin  friendships  and  lead  to 
crime  and  violence. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  still  some  who  see  illegal 
drug  use  and  abuse  in  another  light.  They  see  only 
the  “glamorous”  effects  such  as  quick  money,  fancy 
clothes,  swank  cars  and  “instant  popularity,”  while 
others  see  drugs  as  a  tool  to  escape  daily  realities. 
Those  children,  especially  teenagers,  are  quick  to 
buy  into  the  fantasy  and  escapism  of  using  and 
dealing  illegal  drugs. 

High  school  teachers  and  administrators  hold  an 
important  key  to  dispelling  such  fantasies.  Educa¬ 
tors  play  a  vital  role  in  helping  these  teenagers 
remain  drug-free.  They  are  a  major  influence  in 
transmitting  accurate,  factual,  and  up-to-date  infor¬ 
mation  to  teenagers  on  a  range  of  important  issues, 
not  the  least  of  which  is  drug  abuse. 

Fighting  the  problem 

Schools  have  long  been  considered  one  of  society’s 
safest  havens.  No  longer  is  that  the  case  for  some 
schools.  Many  have  been  infested  with  illegal  drugs 
and  students  who  peddle  or  use  them.  Very  few 
schools  are  exempt  from  this  problem. 

The  Illinois  Criminal  Justice  Information  Authority  ’  s 
Legal  Consequences  of  Drug  Abuse  campaign  is 
providing  high  school  teachers,  administrators,  and 
students  themselves  with  information  on  anti-drug 
laws  and  policies  that  directly  affect  teenagers  and 
their  futures.  The  campaign’s  Consider  the  Conse¬ 
quences  message  can  be  easily  incorporated  into 


driver’s  education,  health,  social  science,  and  physi¬ 
cal  education  curricula.  The  message  focuses  on 
issues  important  to  students  such  as  personal  free¬ 
dom,  driving  privileges,  and  competitive  sports. 
Teenagers  must  know  the  legal  consequences  of 
illegal  drug  use  before  they  can  consider  them. 

roughening  drug  laws 

In  Illinois,  tougher  laws  against  the  sale,  manufac¬ 
ture,  and  delivery  of  illegal  drugs  in  or  around 
school  property  have  been  passed  to  aid  school 
administrators  in  their  fight  for  drug-free  schools 
and  communities. 

A  A  minor  aged  15  and  older  can  be  charged  as 
an  adult  for  the  delivery  or  manufacture  of  a 
controlled  substance  while  in  or  within  1 ,000 
feet  of  a  school. 

A  At  a  school’s  request,  law  enforcement 
officials  can  conduct  searches  for  illegal  drugs 
on  school  grounds,  including  lockers,  using 
specially  trained  dogs. 

A  Schools  can  prohibit  the  use  of  any  cellular 
communication  device  by  a  student  in  any 
school  building  or  school  property.  In  addition 
to  any  other  penalties  imposed  by  law,  it  is  a 
Class  2  felony  for  any  person  to  knowingly  use 
a  cellular  communication  device  in  the 
furtherance  of  controlled  substance  trafficking. 

.osing  personal  freedoms 

For  many  teenagers,  learning  to  drive  and  obtain¬ 
ing  a  driver’s  license  are  very  important  experi¬ 
ences.  The  loss  of  a  driver’s  license  can  mean 
limiting  personal  freedoms  such  as  driving  to  work, 
to  the  prom  or  to  the  shopping  mall.  A  drug-related 
driving  conviction  could  mean  more  than  that.  If 
convicted,  a  teenager  could  face  the  loss  of  driving 
privileges,  higher  insurance  rates,  fines,  legal  fees, 
and  a  possible  juvenile  detention  sentence.  A  teen¬ 
ager  also  could  face  the  loss  of  a  vehicle  (forfeiture) 


even  without  a  conviction.  Depending  on  the  sever¬ 
ity  of  the  drug  charge  and  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  a  teenager  can  even  be  tried  as  an  adult. 

Outlawing  illegal  steroid  use 

In  February  1991,  anabolic  steroids  (artificial 
muscle  builders)  became  a  recent  addition  to  the 
list  of  controlled  substances  under  federal  law, 
making  them  much  more  difficult  to  obtain.  The 
federal  laws  governing  the  use  of  steroids  also  have 
been  toughened. 

A  A  steroid  possession  conviction,  even  for 
personal-use  quantities  not  validly  prescribed 
by  a  doctor,  carries  a  maximum  sentence  of 
one  year  in  prison  and  a  minimum  $1,000 
fine.  Subsequent  offenses  within  two  years 
of  a  prior  conviction  can  result  in  stiffer 
penalties. 

A  A  first-time  conviction  for  the  manufacture  or 
delivery  of  steroids  carries  a  maximum 
punishment  of  five  years  in  prison  and  a 
$250,000  fine.  Subsequent  offenses  also  carry 
stiffer  penalties. 

A  Illinois  law  also  provides  penalties  for  the 
possession  and  manufacture  of  steroids. 

Consider  the  Conseqences 

The  Authority’s  Legal  Consequences  of  Drug 
Abuse  campaign  will  help  young  people  to  “con¬ 
sider  the  consequences”  of  their  actions.  As  an 
educator,  you  can  make  certain  your  students  under¬ 
stand  what  can  be  lost  through  a  drug  conviction  — 
personal  freedom  now  and  possibly  a  career  in  their 
chosen  field  later. 

Various  support  materials  on  the  legal  consequences 
of  drug  abuse,  including  brochures  and  posters,  are 
available.  For  further  information,  call 
(312)  793-8550. 


A  A  minor  aged  15  and  older 
can  be  charged  as  an  adult  for 
the  delivery  or  manufacture 
of  acontrolled  substance  while 
in  or  within  1,000  feet  of  a 
school. 


A  If  convicted,  a  teenager 
could  face  the  loss  of  driving 
privileges,  higher  insurance 
rates,  fines,  legal  fees,  and  a 
possible  juvenile  detention 
sentence.  A  teenager  also 
could  face  the  loss  ofa  vehicle 
(forfeiture)  even  without  a 
conviction. 


A  Under  federal  law,  a  ste¬ 
roid  possession  conviction, 
even  for  personal-use  quanti¬ 
ties  not  validly  prescribed  by 
a  doctor,  carries  a  maximum 
sentence  of  one  year  in  prison 
and  a  minimum  $  1 ,000  fine. 
Subsequent  offenses  within 
two  years  of  a  prior  convic¬ 
tion  can  result  in  stiffer  pen¬ 
alties. 
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